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Published  quarterly  in  September,  December,  March,  and  June.  Address  all  correspondence  concerning  editorial  matters  to  Michelte 
Koth,  Editor,  c/o  Yale  University  Music  Library,  P.O.  Box  5469,  Yale  Station,  New  Haven,  CT  06520-5469.  Inquiries  concerning 
subscription  and  membership  should  be  addressed  to  Lisa  Redpath,  160  Dana  Ave.,  Hyde  Park,  MA  02136.  Free  to  members.  Regular 
Personal  Membership:  $6.00.  Student  and  Retired  Membership:  $4.00.  Membership  year  runs  September  to  August. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  FALL  CHAPTER  MEETING 

The  Fall  1991  meeting  of  the  New  England  Chapter  took  place  on  Friday,  October  18,  at  Yale 
University  (Harold  E.  Samuel,  Music  Librarian).  Welcoming  remarks  were  made  by  Millicent  Abell, 
University  Librarian,  and  Craig  Wright,  Chair  of  the  Dept.  of  Music. 

The  first  half  of  the  morning  session  was  "Collection  Development  in  the  90's"  by  Michael  Keller, 
Associate  University  Librarian  at  Yale.  Mr.  Keller  described  the  general  trends  in  collection 
development:  the  increase  in  information  and  technology,  the  decrease  in  budgets  and  purchasing  power. 

The  second  half  consisted  of  three  speakers  and  was  titled  "Musical  Resources  in  New  Haven." 
"Music  in  the  New  Haven  Colony  Historical  Society"  was  presented  by  the  Society's  Librarian,  James 
Campbell.  In  addition  to  a  collection  of  music  published  in  or  about  New  Haven,  there  are  also  musical 
materials  in  the  military  collection,  the  papers  of  the  New  Haven  Federation  of  Musicians,  and  the 
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of  Daniel  Read  (1757-1836),  inventor,  storekeeper,  and  musician  (composer,  compiler,  and  choir 
director). 

Patricia  Willis,  Curator  of  the  American  Literature  Collection,  gave  an  overview  of  the  James 
Weldon  Johnson  Collection  of  American  Negro  Arts  and  Letters  in  the  Beinecke  Rare  Book  and 
Manuscript  Library  at  Yale.  Centered  on  the  Harlem  Renaissance  of  the  1920's  and  30's,  this  collection 
includes  photographs  of  musicians  from  that  era,  manuscripts  by  composers  such  as  William  Grant  Still, 
Ulysses  Kay,  and  Margaret  Bonds,  and  papers  that  include  information  about  music  publishing.  Of 
particular  note  is  the  correspondence  between  writer  Langston  Hughes  and  various  composers  setting 
his  texts. 

Harold  E.  Samuel,  Music  Librarian,  described  the  J.  Rosamund  Johnson  Collection  in  the  Yale 
Music  Library.  As  the  composer  brother  of  James  Weldon,  J.  Rosamund's  papers  naturally  found  a 
home  in  the  Music  Library.  Other  manuscript  collections  at  Yale  containing  musical  materials  which  are 
not  part  of  the  Music  Library  were  also  described:  The  Crawford  Theater  Collection,  The  American 
Musical  Theater  Collection  (including  the  Cole  Porter  Archive),  and  The  Ezra  Pound  Collection. 

After  lunch,  there  was  a  short  business  meeting  for  a  report  by  the  Membership  Committee.  In 
addition  to  presenting  various  ideas  for  increasing  membership,  members  of  the  committee  extended  an 
invitation  for  people  with  further  ideas  to  contact  the  committee.  The  national  MLA  Board  member 
visiting  our  chapter  was  the  inimitable  Susan  Sommer,  who  spoke  briefly. 

The  afternoon  session  was  devoted  to  three  speakers  on  the  topic,  "Preservation  of  Sound 
Recordings."  Richard  Warren,  Curator  of  Historical  Sound  Recordings  at  Yale,  presented  "Cylinders  to 
Shellac."  After  discussing  the  activities  of  the  Associated  Audio  Archives  Committee,  Mr.  Warren 
explained  the  principles  of  preservation  and  did  a  "show-and-tell"  of  the  various  types  of  recordings  a 
sound  archivist  could  expect  to  encounter. 


"Vinyl  and  Cassette  Tape"  was  the  talk  by  Jim  Farrington,  Music  Librarian  at  Wesleyan  University. 
Mr.  Farrington  covered  the  history  and  preservation  of  microgroove  discs,  open  reel  tapes,  and  cassette 
tapes,  as  well  as  tips  on  equipment  maintenance. 

Don  McCormick  of  the  Rodgers  and  Hammerstein  Archive  of  Recorded  Sound  at  the  New  York 
Public  Library  spoke  on  "CDs:  the  Future  and  Beyond."  Several  different  digital  formats  are  being 
introduced  to  the  market  place:  digital  audio  tape,  digital  compact  cassette,  and  mini  discs.  Not  only  do 
these  complicate  the  task  of  collecting,  but  archivists  have  serious  concerns  about  all-digital  technology. 
Issues  include  the  future  ability  to  replicate  obsolete  playback  equipment  that  is  dependent  on 
copyrighted  programming  and  how  data  loss  may  affect  the  usefulness  of  a  recording. 

The  assemblage  was  then  treated  to  a  recital  of  songs  by  Yale  alumnus,  Cole  Porter.    Baritone 
Richard  Lalli,  a  Yale  faculty  member,  and  pianist  Gary  Chapman,  from  the  Connecticut  College  faculty, 
presented  an  entertaining  program  performed  with  great  verve.  The  day  closed  with  a  reception,  hosted 
by  the  Foundry  Music  Company  of  New  Haven,  in  the  Music  Library. 
Ken  Pristash,  Member-at-Large 

[Ed.  note:  Several  recent  publications  concern  preservation  of  sound  recordings.  MLA  Technical  Bulletin 
no.  17,  Planning  and  Caring  for  Library  Audio  Facilities,  is  devoted  entirely  to  the  subject.  Also,  the 
current  issue  of  NOTES,  (vol.  48,  no.  2,  December  1991)  includes  two  articles  on  the  subject: 
"Preservation  Policies  and  Priorities  for  Recorded  Sound  Collections,"  Brenda  Nelson-Strauss,  p.  425- 
436,  and  "Preventive  Maintenance  for  Audio  Discs  and  Tapes,"  Jim  Farrington,  p.  437-445.] 
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"CHAPTER  ELECTIONS** 

It's  election  time!  Fositions  up  for  election  are 
Vice  Chair/Chair  Elect  and  Member-at-Large. 
Members  are  invited  to  submit  nominations  for 
these  two  offices.  Members  of  the  Nomination 
Committee  are  Ken  Crilly  (Yale  University), 
Chair,  Paula  Hickner  (Hartt  School  of  Music), 
and  Tom  Zantow  (University  of  Maine).  If  you 
have  any  suggestions  for  nominees  for  either  of 
these  two  offices,  please  notify  one  of  the 
committee  members  or  send  them  to  the  Chair  of 
the  Nomination  Committee  by  February  15,  1992: 
Ken  Crilly, 

Chair,  NEMLA  Nomination  Committee 
Music  Library 
P.O.  Box  5469  Yale  Station 
New  Haven,  CT  06520-5469 

Vice-Chair/Chair-Elect/Past-Chair: 

The  office  of  Vice  Chair/Chair-Elect/Past-Chair  is 
a  three  year  term.  The  first  year  duties  include 
planning  and  running  the  fall  and  spring  Chapter 
meetings.  The  second  year,  the  person  elected 
automatically  becomes  the  Chair  and  then 
remains  on  the  Board  as  Past-Chair  for  the  third 


year.  The  person  nominated  must  be  a  member 
of  the  national  Music  Library  Association. 

Member-At-Large: 

The  duties  of  the  Member-At-Large  include 
preparing  reports  on  the  Chapter  meetings  for 
publication  in  the  Chapter  Newsletter  and  a 
condensed  report  for  the  national  Music  Library 
Association  Newsletter.  This  person  shall  also 
serve  as  publicity  officer  whose  duties  include  the 
mailing  of  notices  of  Chapter  activities  to  other 
organizations.   The  term  of  office  is  two  years. 
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**DUES  REMINDER** 

Chapter  dues  for  1991/92  are  now  due.  If  your 
mailing  label  has  an  asterisk  (*)  on  it,  please 
remit  payment  as  soon  as  possible.  The  rate  is 
$6.00  per  year  for  individual  members  and  $4.00 
per  year  for  student  and  retired  members.  Please 
send  all  correspondence  to  Lisa  Redpath  at  160 
Dana  Avenue.  Hyde  Park,  MA  02136.  Thank 
you! 


**SPRING  MEETING** 

The  NEMLA  Spring  Meeting  is  set  for  Friday 
and  Saturday,  May  8-9,  1992  at  the  Ladd  Library 
at  Bates  College,  Lewiston,  Maine. 
Friday 

-Rehearsal  for  NEMLA  concert 

-Tours  of  Ladd  Library 

-Dinner 

-Concert/demonstration  of  Wolff  organ 

-8:00  Concert  at  Olin:  Frank  Glazer 

-Reception 
Saturday 

-10:00     Music     Collections     in     Maine 

Libraries:  A  Panel 

-10:30  Avoiding  The  Blackhole  Syndrome: 

Authority  Control  and  Other  Access  Issues 

For  Music  in  an  Online  Catalog 

-11:30  Business  meeting 

-12:00  Lunch 

-1:00  Tours  of  Ladd  Library,  Chapel,  and 

Wolff  Organ 

-1:45  Instrument  Makers  in  Maine 

-3:30  Coffee 

-4:00  NEMLA  concert 

-5:00  Reception 


There  will  be  a  sit-down  dinner  Friday  before  the 
concert.  Accommodations:  There  are  bed  & 
breakfasts  within  walking  distance  of  the  campus. 
Dormitory-type  lodging  on  campus  as  well  as 
traditional  lodging  (hotels/motels)  will  be 
available.  Fuller  information  on  accommodations 
will  be  in  the  March  newsletter.  Or,  you  can 
contact  Paula  Matthews  at  Bates  (207)  786-6267 
(e-mail:  pmatthews@bat.bates.edu) 
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♦♦ANNOUNCEMENTS** 
Mark  your  calendars  for  the  National  MLA 
meeting  in  Baltimore,  MD,  February  19-22,  1992. 
NEMLA  members  are  invited  to  the  NEMLA 
Happy  Hour  on  Thursday,  Feb.  20th,  from  9:30- 
11:00  PM.  It  will  probably  be  in  the  hotel 
cocktail  lounge,  but  look  for  details  on  the 
convention  message  board  for  a  definite  location. 

The  NEMLA  Program  and  Membership 
Committees  will  have  a  joint  breakfast  meeting 
during  the  MLA  convention,  the  specific  day  to 
be  announced.  Anyone  interested  in  participating 
in  the  Program  Committee  is  encouraged  to 
come.    Watch  the  message  board  for  the  date. 
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